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PAID ACTING GIGS 
HOW TO FIX IT 
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Why This Will Change Your Life When You 
Implement It  

I used to have a recurring nightmare. It wasn't 
about showing up to work naked. (Though that 
would've been less scary.) 

The dream was about bombing an audition. Every. 
Single. Time. The familiar pit in my stomach. Sweaty 
palms. Brain turning to mush. And then... complete 
silence. 

I recently watched an actor bomb his audition so 
badly it made me want to cry. 

Not because he wasn't talented. He was brilliant in 
rehearsals. But the moment he stepped into that 
audition room, fear grabbed him by the throat and 
wouldn't let go. 

I've seen this happen hundreds of times. Talented 
actors reduced to mumbling, shaking versions of 
themselves. Their dreams slipping through their 
fingers like sand. 
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It breaks my heart every single time. Because I 
know exactly what's going through their heads. 

"I'm not good enough." 
"Everyone's judging me." 
"I'm going to mess this up." 

These thoughts aren't just annoying little whispers. 
They're dream killers. They're career assassins in 
disguise. 

Here's the thing about fear – it's not just a feeling. 
It's a creativity vampire. It sucks the life out of your 
performance faster than a bad review from Simon 
Cowell. 

And let me tell you, I've seen it countless times. 
Talented actors reduced to wooden puppets. Not 
because they lack skill. Not because they can't act. 
But because fear has its grimy hands around their 
throat. 

But what if I told you there's a way out? A way to 
turn that paralyzing fear into fuel for your 
performance. 
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I'm not talking about those "just imagine everyone 
in their underwear" tricks. (That'll just get you 
arrested these days.) 

I'm talking about a complete mindset shift. One that 
transforms audition anxiety into audition 
excitement. Like turning your nemesis into your 
best friend. (Minus the awkward small talk.) 

The best part? It's not about adding more pressure. 
It's about releasing it. Like finally letting go of that 
breath you didn't know you were holding. 

Ready to stop letting fear write your story? 
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Why listen to me?  

My name is Tom Brooks.  
I spent years trying every 
acting technique under the 
sun. From method acting to 
bizarre breathing exercises 
that made me look like a 
hyperventilating penguin. 
None of it worked. 

Most acting coaches will tell you it's all about 
"finding your motivation" or "connecting with the 
scene." That's cute. But let's be real for a second. 

The truth is, your biggest enemy isn't your 
technique. It's not even that jerk casting director 
who keeps scrolling through Instagram during your 
monologue. 

It's something way more sneaky. Something that's 
killing your chances before you even step into the 
room. 
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Want to know what's really holding you back? I've 
identified the three deadly traps that keep talented 
actors from booking gigs. And trust me, they're not 
what you think. 

These aren't your typical "just be confident" or 
"project your voice" tips. These are the real deal. 
The stuff nobody talks about because they're too 
busy selling you snake oil. 

I'll be straight with you – I was that actor who 
couldn't get out of his own way. My auditions felt 
like watching paint dry in slow motion. 

But once I cracked these three secrets? Everything 
changed. I started booking roles left and right. My 
confidence went through the roof. 

Want to know what these three career-killing traps 
are? And more importantly, how to fix them? 

Let’s map out exactly how to break free from your 
audition fears. Pure, actionable guidance to help 
you reclaim your creative freedom. 
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REASON NO. 1 

 
YOUR CONFIDENCE HAS BEEN 

CRUSHED 
 

I was staring at my reflection in a dirty bathroom 
mirror. It was right before a huge audition. 

My hands were shaking. Sweat was dripping down 
my back. I couldn't remember a single line. 
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Ever felt that pre-audition panic? When your heart's 
pounding so hard you think the casting director 
might hear it? 

Or maybe you're like my friend Sarah. She's cool as 
a cucumber going in, but then blanks in the middle 
of her piece. Then she swears she's done, she's 
quitting. Until the next time, that is.  

Some actors get this unconscious smile on their face 
when they're nervous. Even during dramatic pieces. 
Some actors audition with a chip on their shoulder 
because they figure they're already out. Others turn 
into human statues mid-performance. 

Me? I walked into that New York audition room 
pretending I was prepared. Deep down I knew I 
wasn’t. And it happened… 

I’d despised it in others when I’d witnessed it. Now 
it was me. I slated. I started. And suddenly was like 
a deer caught in headlights. My confidence 
vanished faster than free donuts at a theater 
meeting. 

I uttered the dreaded, “Can I start again?” 
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Nah, didn’t get the role. (Big surprise, I know.)  

Let me tell you something nobody else will: It's not 
your talent holding you back. Nope. Not even close. 

The first reason you're not getting paid acting gigs is 
your crushed confidence. That little voice in your 
head keeps whispering "you're not good enough." 

Trust me, I've been there. That voice can get louder 
than a drama teacher during tech week. It's like 
having your own personal critic living rent-free in 
your brain. 

But here's the thing about confidence – you're not 
born with it. It's like a muscle. The more you work 
it, the stronger it gets. 

The truth is, your talent isn't the problem. Your 
confidence is just taking an unwanted break. 

Tired of that voice holding you back? Ready to stop 
feeling like an understudy in your own life? 

Don’t let fear rob you of roles meant for you. Let's 
dig deeper...  
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REASON NO. 2 

 
YOUR SKILLS ARE NOT ALIGNED 

WITH BREAKING THE CYCLE 
 

Last night, I poured myself a glass of wine and 
thought about something that haunts many actors. 
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You know that feeling when you walk into an 
audition room? Your heart's racing faster than a 
caffeinated squirrel. Your palms could fill a 
swimming pool with sweat. And your mind? That 
voice is screaming louder than a heavy metal 
concert. 

"You're not good enough." "Everyone else is 
better." "Why even bother?" 

I've seen this soul-crushing cycle destroy more 
promising careers than bad agents. At first you're 
pumped. You've got this amazing audition prepped 
and you’re ready to take on Broadway. 

Then the doubt creeps in. Like that annoying 
neighbor who always shows up right when you're 
sitting down to dinner. It starts small, but before 
you know it, you're questioning everything. "What if 
I forget my lines?" "What if they hate my choices?" 
"What if I completely freeze up?" 

Yet you know you’ve got the goods. Why do they 
keep vanishing??  
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This cycle of optimism-turned-panic is keeping you 
stuck. It's like being on a hamster wheel of hope 
and despair. (And trust me, that's not the kind of 
acting exercise anyone needs.) The cycle of negative 
reinforcement has to be broken. 

This is the second big reason you're not landing 
those paid acting gigs. Your skills aren't the 
problem.  

Let me repeat that because it's important: YOUR 
SKILLS AREN'T THE PROBLEM. 

It's about alignment. When your skills don't match 
your mindset, you're basically trying to drive a 
Ferrari without the front wheels. Your skills are 
trapped behind a wall of self-doubt thicker than 
Shakespeare's first folio.  

And no amount of "positive thinking" or "just 
believe in yourself" garbage will fix this. Trust me, 
I've seen actors try. It's like putting a Band-Aid on a 
broken leg. 



 The Empowered Actor Initiative, LLC – Copyright © 2024 Tom Brooks 

That's why in the Fully Booked Actor Method, we 
tackle this head-on. We don't just work on your 
acting—we realign your entire approach. 

The truth is, this isn't your fault. Nobody taught you 
how to break this cycle. And spoiler alert: more 
acting classes won't fix it.  

And now the final reason you're not getting paid 
acting work. And trust me, it's going to blow your 
mind. 
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REASON NO. 3  

 
YOU HAVE SETTLED FOR LESS 

 

Ever notice how we're really good at letting our 
dreams fade away?  

Not in one big dramatic moment. Nope. It's way 
more subtle than that. Like water slowly dripping 
from a leaky faucet. 
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First, you skip one audition because the timing isn't 
right. Then another because you're not feeling it 
today. Headshots needed updating. The script felt 
weird. My cat looked lonely. 

Before you know it, your big acting dreams are 
collecting dust next to that Ab Roller you bought in 
2019. 

You tell yourself you'll get back to it someday. The 
truth is, "someday" is a dangerous word. It's like 
that friend who always says they'll pay you back. 
Sounds nice, but deep down you know it's not 
happening. 

Years slip by. That burning desire to act gets pushed 
further back on the shelf.  

You start settling for your day job. The dreams 
collect dust like old yearbooks.  

The worst part? You start getting comfortable with 
less. Way less than you deserve. 
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Your dreams of landing those killer roles get 
replaced with binge-watching other actors live 
theirs. 

Instead of rehearsing lines, you're rehearsing 
excuses. And man, you're getting Oscar-worthy at 
those. 

But here's the thing – it doesn't have to be this way. 
Your "someday" doesn't have to stay in the distant 
future.  

You need someone in your corner who's been 
there. Someone who can help you turn that anxiety 
into authentic power. 

I've helped countless actors break free from this 
cycle. And I'd love to show you how.  

DO NOT MISS OUT ON THIS 

I've seen too many actors give up. If you’re ready to 
embrace the actor you’re meant to be, this is your 
call to arms. 
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Here’s the deal: 

Grab a FREE consultation call with me or a member 
of my team. This is so we gain crystal clarity on your 
specific situation so we can map out exactly how to 
transform your fear into fuel for incredible 
performances. Fair warning: This consultation 
usually costs $500, but I'm offering it free for a 
limited time. 

And yes, at the end of the session, there is an 
opportunity to work together—if it's a right fit. 
There's no pressure, it's completely up to you. 
Whether if we work together or not, you will have a 
custom game plan of exactly how to overcome your 
biggest obstacle. Spots are limited – we can only 
help so many actors, so if you wait, you might lose 
your chance. 

Book a spot, and we'll show you exactly what's 
holding you back and how to break free. 

Don’t play a bit part in someone else's story. Be the 
lead in yours. 
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Book Your FREE Consultation Here 
(Value $500) 
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